CoMeD

Coalition for Mercury-free Drugs
Virginia Representative
3604 Milbrier Place
Richmond, VA 23233-7641

March 15, 2005

Senator Chuck Grassley

U.S. Senator from lowa

135 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Tel.: (202)224-3744

Congressman Dan Burton

U.S. Representative from Indiana
2185 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Tel.: (202)225-3671

Congressman Dave Weldon

U.S. Representative from Florida
2347 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Tel.: (202)225-3671

Dear Senator Grassley, Congressman Burton, and Congressman Weldon:

The conflicts-of-interest that plague our national health agencies have inflicted an on-going
plague of neurological disorders upon our nation’s children. We know this is true because our
very own children, whose neurological development was compromised by the untested and
unsafe mercury-based preservative Thimerosal, are numbered among the stricken and disabled.

By failing to require the drug industry to rigorously prove that drugs, including vaccines,
which contain mercury compounds, are no less safe than the same drugs without the mercury, as
required by law, the FDA has failed in its mission to protect the public health, and has instead
demonstrated gross institutional negligence. Currently, the federal health agencies, culpable for
the catastrophic injuries inflicted upon our children, seem to be engaged in criminal conspiracy
and collusion with the manufacturers of mercury-containing drugs approved by the FDA.

Incredibly, our federal officials continue to assert that unnecessary and neurotoxic mercury
compounds in our medicines present only a “theoretical” risk of harm. Since we have laboratory
reports that show our neurologically-damaged children, some only 3 or 4 years old, excrete
levels of mercury after chelation that are typically only found in persons poisoned in industrial
mercury-exposure accidents, as the example report on the next page shows, we know that this
risk is NOT “theoretical.”
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Tragically, as a result of the FDA’s ongoing failure to require rigorous proof of safety, our
children, their bodies, their constitutional rights, their bodily integrity, and the Food and Drug
Cosmetic Act are being violated on a daily basis. While we have pleaded with the federal
agencies to protect American children from this clear and present danger, instead, these agencies
act to protect themselves and the pharmaceutical industry, at the expense of our children who
remain in harm’s way. Mandating the injection of poison into the nation’s unborn and newborn
children is the most insidious corruption of federal policy to have ever marred the history of our
great nation, and it must be halted now.

In March of 2004, hundreds of parents, knowing their children were damaged by the
Thimerosal in vaccines administered to their children, conducted a letter-writing campaign to the
Office of Special Counsel, seeking to enlist its help in safeguarding unborn and newborn
children from mercury exposure and intoxication. Our letters detailed nine specific charges
against Health and Human Services (HHS), the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
(CDC), the Food and Drug Administration (FDA), and the February 9, 2004 Institute of
Medicine (IOM) meeting. These allegations prompted official replies from the Office of Special
Counsel (OSC—File No. DI-04-1400), the President’s Council on Integrity and Efficiency
(PCIE—Tile: IC # 437), and the Government Accountability Office (GAO—case control number
45870), among others, and resulted in calls for the following:

% A Congressional Investigation, to be directed to Senator Judd Gregg and Congressman
Joe Barton, addressing our urgent concerns regarding vaccine safety, and

% Aninvestigation by the Office of the Inspector General for Health and Human Services to
address what Deputy Director for Investigations, Michael E. Little, has deemed a
“potential conflict of interest issue which may be criminal in nature(.)”

Although these urgent requests were made in the first half of 2004, no investigations
have yet been undertaken and not one public warning has been issued to protect citizens,
especially children, from “a substantial and specific danger to public health caused by the use of
(T)himerosal/mercury in vaccines because of its inherent toxicity” (Special Counsel Scott
Bloch’s letter to Congress). Joe Barton and Judd Gregg remain unresponsive to inquiries, and
HHS-OIG has spent six months conducting “preliminary research” without even opening a
formal investigation. Such inaction, resulting in more wasted lives and broken families, is
reprehensible. Those forestalling the investigation of these charges would seem to be guilty of
obstruction of justice and, possibly, criminal conspiracy.

While, as a nation, we fear terrorist poisoning our water supply, the Food and Drug
Administration continues to permit the pharmaceutical industry to poison some of our nation’s
drug supply with unnecessary poisonous mercury compounds. To no avail, we have repeatedly
offered clinical laboratory reports from our children to the government. To no avail, we have
submitted (see FDA Public Docket 2004P-0349) studies (epidemiological, in vitro and in vivo)
that clearly prove that the most commonly used mercury compound, Thimerosal, and its
metabolites, are persistent neurotoxins.
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Stalwart in our resolve, we once again offer the following landmark peer-reviewed studies
by:

» Dr. Mark R. Geier and Mr. David A. Geier, "Neurodevelopmental Disorders Following
Thimerosal-Containing Childhood Immunizations: A Follow-up Analysis,” International
Journal of Toxicology (American College of Toxicology) 2004;23:369-376.

These researchers concluded, "Despite, the recent conclusion from the National
Academy of Sciences' Institute of Medicine that there is no evidence of
relationship between (T)himerosal and autism, and that no further scientific
research should be undertaken to evaluate to evaluate the relationship between
(T)himerosal and autism, the results of the present study, taken with data recently
published by a number of researchers, demonstrate a connection between mercury
exposure via infant vaccinations and the dramatic increase in autism and other
neurodevelopmental disorders in the United States. It is clear that the results of
the present study, mandate that additional research should be undertaken, not only
for autism, but other childhood neurodevelopmental disorders, by evaluating
childhood mercury-associated exposures, especially from (T)himerosal-containing
childhood vaccines."

FIGURE

Neurodevelopmental Disorders Reported to the Vaccine Adverse Events Reporting
System (VAERS) Database Following Thimerosal-Containing DTaP Vaccines in
Comparison to Thimerosal-free DTaP Vaccines Administered from 1997 through 2000
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> Dr. Richard C. Deth et al., “Activation of Methionine Synthase by Insulin-like Growth
Factor-1 and Dopamine: A Target for Neurodevelopmental Toxins and Thimerosal,”
Molecular Psychiatry 2004;9:358-370.

These researchers from Northeastern University, the University of Nebraska,
Tufts University, and the Johns Hopkins University concluded, “The discovery of
the PI3-kinase/MAP kinase/MS pathway, and its potent inhibition by
developmental neurotoxins, including vaccine components (T)himerosal and
aluminum, provides a potential molecular explanation for how increased use of
vaccines could promote an increase in the incidence of autism. The increased
incidence of ADHD [Attention Deficit/Hyperactivity Disorder], which preceded
the more recent rise in autism, could represent an alternative manifestation of
vaccine-associated neurodevelopmental toxicity.”

» Dr. Mady Horning et al., “Neurotoxic Effects of Postnatal Thimerosal are Mouse Strain
Specific,” Molecular Psychiatry 2004;9:833-845.

These researchers from Columbia University reported, “The developing brain is
uniquely susceptible to the neurotoxic hazard posed by mercurials. Host
differences in maturation, metabolism, nutrition, sex, and autoimmunity influence
outcomes.  How population-based variability affects the safety of the
ethylmercury-containing vaccine preservative, (T)himerosal is unknown.
Reported increases in the prevalence of autism, a highly heritable
neuropsychiatric condition, are intensifying public focus on environmental
exposures such as (T)himerosal.” The researchers administered Thimerosal to
mice mimicking the United States’ routine childhood immunization schedule.
The authors demonstrated that the genetically susceptible mouse strain developed
physical, social, and pathological symptoms similar to autistic spectrum disorders
following Thimerosal exposure. Symptoms included growth delay, reduced
locomotion, exaggerated response to novelty, increased brain size, decreased
numbers of Purkinje cells, significant abnormalities in brain architecture affecting
areas sub-serving emotion and cognition, and densely packed hyperchromic
hippocampal neurons with altered glutamate receptors and transporters. The
authors concluded, “These findings implicate genetic influences and provide a
model for investigating (T)himerosal-related neurotoxicity.”

> Dr. Jill James et al., “Thimerosal neurotoxicity is associated with glutathione depletion:
protection with glutathione precursors,” Neurotoxicology 2005;26:1-8.

These researchers from the University of Arkansas and the United States’ FDA
reported, “Thimerosal is an antiseptic containing 49.5% ethyl mercury that has
been used for years as a preservative in many infant vaccines and in flu vaccines.
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Environmental methyl mercury has been shown to be highly neurotoxic,
especially to the developing brain.” The authors determined that the ethyl
mercury in Thimerosal binds to cysteine thiol (-SH) groups on intracellular
proteins and inactivates their function, resulting in neurotoxicity. The cysteine-
SH group of glutathione binds mercury and protects essential proteins from
functional inactivation. Glutathione (GSH) is the major mechanism of mercury
excretion, and individuals with genetic deficiencies in glutathione synthesis will
be less able to excrete mercury and will be more sensitive to its adverse effects.
The authors concluded, “Although (T)himerosal has been recently removed from
most children's vaccines, it is still present in flu vaccines given to pregnant
women, the elderly, and to children in developing countries. The potential
protective effect of GSH or NAC [N-acetyl-cysteine] against mercury toxicity
warrants further research as possible adjunct therapy to individuals still receiving
Thimerosal-containing vaccinations.”

FIGURE

Viability of glioblastoma cells (A) and neuroblastoma cells (B) with increasing concentrations
of Thimerosal in the media. Asterisks indicate significant differences from control cells
without Thimerosal treatment (n = 3, p < 0.01).
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The Environmental Working Group, “Overloaded? New Science, New Insights about
Mercury and Autism in Susceptible Children,” Washington, DC: EWG Action Fund;
2004.

The Environmental Working Group (EWG) has issued a report following an
extensive investigation into the relationship between mercury exposure, especially
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mercury exposure from Thimerosal-containing childhood vaccines, and autistic
disorders. They reported that a signature metabolic impairment or biomarker in
autistic children strongly suggests that these children would be susceptible to the
harmful effects of mercury and other toxic chemical exposures. This impairment
manifests as a severe imbalance in the ratio of active to inactive glutathione, the
body's most important tool for detoxifying and excreting metals. It was
determined that autistic children showed a significant impairment in every one of
five measurements of the body's ability to maintain a healthy glutathione defense.
The EWG concluded that these new findings significantly strengthen the
possibility that mercury could cause or contribute to autism and other
neurodevelopmental disorders, by identifying a metabolic imbalance common to
nearly all autistic children that would make these children poorly equipped to
mount a defense against a number of neurotoxic compounds, including mercury.
In addition, they concluded that their findings raise serious concerns about the
studies that have allegedly proven the safety of mercury in vaccines.

Autism cases and infant exposure to mercury in vaccinations
both increased dramatically in the 1990s
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and the following legislation:

» The California Environmental Protection Agency, Office of Environmental Health
Hazard Assessment, “Response to the Petition of Bayer Corporation for Clarification of
the Proposition 65 Listing of “Mercury and Mercury Compounds’ as Chemicals Known
to Cause Reproductive Toxicity,” February 2004.

The California EPA has declared that Thimerosal is a developmental toxin,
meaning that it can cause birth defects, low birth weight, biological dysfunctions,
or psychological or behavior deficits that become manifest as the child grows, and
that maternal exposure during pregnancy can disrupt the development or even
cause the death of the fetus.

» California Assembly Bill No. 2943.

The state of California has passed a bill to prohibit, on and after July 1, 2006, a
person who is knowingly pregnant or who is under 3 years of age from being
vaccinated with a mercury-containing vaccine or injected with a mercury
containing product that contains more than a trace of mercury (< 1 microgram of
mercury per milliliter).

> lowa Senate Bill No. 2209

The state of lowa has passed a bill to prohibit, on and after January 1, 2006, a
person who is under 8 years of age from being vaccinated with a mercury-
containing vaccine that contains more than a trace amount of mercury (where the
lowa law states, “*Trace amounts’ means trace amounts as defined by the United
States food and drug administration” and the US FDA currently treats 1
microgram or less of mercury per milliliter as a “trace amount”).

as proof of the gravity of this issue. It is a stinging indictment and a national embarrassment that
individual states must ban the administration of a dangerous neurotoxin, at levels in excess of
EPA safety guidelines, while federal health agencies blindly contend there is no evidence of
harm. In pursing their chosen objectives, the FDA (in its quest to approve new drugs) and the
CDC (in its promotion of the administration of certain drugs) have “overlooked” their primary
objective — ensuring the safety of all drugs. Such conflicting and out-of-order priorities are a
recipe for disaster — one such disaster we now see everyday in the vacant eyes of our children.
No federal health official with scruples can, in good conscience, characterize the injection of
mercury, at levels ten times the EPA’s safety guidelines for an adult into an infant, or at any
level, into a pregnant woman, as “safe” nor should they protect those who do so.
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Based on an ever-increasing body of research that offers proof of harm caused by mercury,
we seek an end to the maiming of our children’s minds and a crippling of their lives by
demanding that the urgent federal investigations, called for by those at the highest levels of our
government, be initiated immediately and pursued avidly. The Office of the Inspector General,
the Senate Committee on Health, Education, Labor and Pensions, and the House Committee on
Energy and Commerce must immediately investigate this catastrophe, which can only be
described as domestic terrorism successfully waged upon American children, or be considered
complicit in it.

Any official, who does not come immediately to the rescue of our nation’s ailing mercury-
toxic children, and who does not demand an immediate recall and ban of Thimerosal-containing
products, is not worthy of their office or the trust we have placed in them.

Respectfully,

==

Rev. Lisa Karen Sykes,
CoMeD, Representative from Virginia

Other organizations/individuals supporting this letter:

Children Having Advocates Against Mercury Poisoning (CHAMP)
Kelly Kerns

Kimberley Medlin

Kristine Young

Lori Brozek

Nancy Hokkanen

Teri Small

Dr. Boyd Haley
Gail Werner-Robertson

Health Advocacy in the Public Interest (HAPI)
Dawn Winkler

Kerry and Linda Weinmaster
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Moms Against Mercury
Amy Carson
Angela Medlin

National Autism Association (NAA)
Jo Pike

Laura Bono

Lori Mcllwain

Rita Shreffler

Wendy Fournier

NoMercury
Dr. Alan D. Clark
Lujene Clark

Tennesseans for Safer VVaccines
Ginger Shamblin

The Autism Autoimmunity Project (TAAP)
Raymond Gallup

UnlInformed Consent
Christy Diemond

Vaccination Liberation
Ingri Cassel

cc: Alberto R. Gonzales
Attorney General
U.S. Department of Justice
950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20530-0001
Tel.: (202)353-1555

Glenn Fine,

Inspector General

Department of Justice

950 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Suite 4322

Washington, DC 20530

Tel.: (202)514-3435

Michael O. Leavitt

Secretary of Health and Human Services
Department of Health and Human Services
200 Independence Avenue, S.W.

10
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Washington, D.C. 20201
Tel.: (202)619-0257 & (877)696-6775

Michael E. Little

Deputy Inspector General for Investigations
Office of the Inspector General

Department of Health and Human Services
330 Independence Ave., SW

Room 5250 Cohen Building

Washington, DC 20201

Tel.: (202)619-0257 & (877)696-6775

Lester M. Crawford, DVM, PhD
Acting Commissioner

Food and Drug Administration
5600 Fishers Lane

Rockville, MD 20857

Tel.: (301)827-2410

Public Docket: 2004P-0349

c/o Ms. Jennie Butler

Director

Division of Dockets Management

Office of Management Programs

Food and Drug Administration (HFA-305)
Room 1061

5630 Fishers Lane

Rockville MD 20852

Tel.: (301)827-6880

Senator Max Baucus

US Senator for the State of Montana
United States of America

511 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Tel.: (202)224-2651

Senator Tom Harkin

US Senator for the State of lowa
United States of America

731 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Tel.: (202)224-3254

Special Counsel Scott Bloch
U.S. Office of Special Counsel
1730 M Street, N.W. Suite 300
Washington, D.C. 20036-4505
Tel.: (202)254-3600

11
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Ken Donohue, IG, HUD

President's Council on Integrity and Ethics

451 7th Street S.\W.

Washington, DC 20410

Tel.: (202)708-0430

Attorney General Mike Hatch

Attorney General for the State of Minnesota
1400 NCL Tower

445 Minnesota Street

St. Paul, MN 55101

Tel.: (651)296-3353

Attorney General M. Jane Brody

Attorney General for the State of Delaware
Carvel State Office Building

820 N. French Street

Wilmington, DE 19801

Tel.: (302)577-5783

Attorney General Phil Kline

Attorney General for the State of Kansas
120 SW 10th Ave

Topeka, KS 66612

Tel.: (785)296-2215

Attorney General Jon Bruning

Attorney General for the State of Nebraska
2115 State Capitol

Lincoln, NE 68509

Tel.: (402)471-2682

Attorney General Roy Cooper

Attorney General for the State of North Carolina
9001 Mail Service Center

Raleigh, NC 27699-9001

Tel.: (919)716-6400

Attorney General Henry McMaster

Attorney General for the State of South Carolina
Rembert Dennis Building

1000 Assembly Street, Room 519

Columbia, S.C. 29201

Tel.: (803)734-3970

Attorney General Bill Lockyer

Attorney General for the State of California
P.O. Box 944255

Sacramento, CA 94244-2550

12
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Tel.: (916)322-3360

Attorney General Judith Jagdmann
Attorney General for the State of Virginia
900 East Main Street

Richmond, VA 23219

Tel.: (804)786-2071

Members of the Media:

Anahad O’Connor, Science Writer
New York Times

229 West 43rd Street

New York, NY 10036

Tel.: (212)556-1234

Betsy Reed, Senior Editor
The Nation

8th Floor, 33 Irving Place
New York, NY 10003
Tel.: (212)209-5400

Craig Westover

Saint Paul Pioneer Press
345 Cedar Street,

St. Paul, MN 55101-1057
Tel.: (651)222-1111

Dan Olmsted, Senior Editor
United Press International
1510 H Street

Washington, DC 20005

Deb Fountain — Producer
Fox 5 WNYW New York
205 East 67" Street

New York, NY 10021

Don Imus

c/o WFAN

34-12 36th Street
Astoria, NY 11106

Don Imus
One MSNBC Plaza,
Seacaucus, NJ 07094

Joanne Fowler
People Magazine

13
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Rockefeller Center
New York, NY 10020-1393
Tel.: (212)522-1212

Katherine Seligman

San Francisco Chronicle

901 Mission Street

San Francisco, CA 94103-2988
Tel.: (415)777-1111

Laura Chang, Science Editor
New York Times

229 West 43rd Street

New York, NY 10036

Tel.: (212)556-1234

Mike Barnicle

The Boston Herald
Post Office Box 2096
Boston, MA 02106
Tel.: (617)426-3000

Myron Levin, Investigative Reporter
Los Angles Times

202 West First Street

Los Angles, CA 90012

Tel.: (800)528-4637

Paul Nussbaum, SMASH Editor
The Philadelphia Enquirer

400 North Broad Street
Philadelphia, PA 19130

Tel.: (215)854-2000

Peggy O’Mara

Mothering Magazine

P.O. Box 1690

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87504

Robert Bazell

NBC News

30 Rockefeller Plaza,
New York, NY 10112
Tel.: (212)664-4444

Sabin Russell

San Francisco Chronicle

901 Mission Street

San Francisco, CA 94103-2988

14
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Tel.: (415)777-1111

Sharyl Attkisson

CBS Evening News
524 West 57th Street
New York, NY 10019
Tel.: (212)975-3691

Steve Wilson
WXYZ-TV News

2077 West 10 Mile Road
Southfield, M1 48075

Suzanne and Robert Wright
NBC News

30 Rockefeller Plaza,

New York, NY 10112

Tel.: (212)664-4444

Other CoMeD Representatives and Their Members of Congress:

Paul G. King, PhD, Founder

Facilities Automation Management Engineering (FAME) Systems
and CoMeD Representative from the State of New Jersey

33A Hoffman Avenue

Lake Hiawatha, NJ 07034-1922

Senator Jon S. Corzine

US Senator for the State of New Jersey
United States of America

502 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington DC 20510

Tel.: (202)224-4744

Senator Frank R. Lautenberg
Senator for the State of New Jersey
United States Senate

324 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington DC 20510

Tel.: (202)224-3224

Representative Rodney P. Frelinghuysen
Congressman (NJ 11th District)

United States of America

2442 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington DC 20515-3011

Tel.: (202)225-5034

15
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Mark R. Geier, MD, PhD, FABMG,
President
The Genetic Centers of America
14 Redgate Court, Silver Spring, MD 20905-5726

David A. Geier, BA,

President

MedCon, Inc.

14 Redgate Court, Silver Spring, MD 20905-5726

Senator Paul Sarbanes

Senator for the State of Maryland
United States of America

309 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Tel.: (202)224-4524

Senator Barbara Mikulski

US Senator for the State of Maryland
United States of America

503 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C., 20510

Tel.: (202)224-4654

Representative Chris Van Holden

United States Congressman (MD 8th District)
United States of America

1419 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Tel.: (202)225-5341

Brian S. Hooker, Ph.D., P.E. and Marcia C. Hooker
CoMeD Representatives from the State of Washington
503 South Young Place

Kennewick, WA 99336-9585

Senator Patty Murray

Senator for the State of Washington
United States of America

173 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington DC 20510

Tel.: (202)224-2621

Senator Maria Cantwell

Senator for the State of Washington
United States of America

717 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington DC 20510

Tel.: (202)224-3441
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Representative Richard “Doc” Hastings
United States Congressman (WA 4th District)
United States of America
1323 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515-4704
Tel.: (202)225-5816

Robert C. Weed and Leslie H. Weed

CoMeD Representatives from the State of Florida
412 Ponte Vedra Boulevard

Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082-2817

Senator Bill Nelson

Senator for the State of Florida
United States of America

716 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Tel.: (202)224-5274

Senator Mel Martinez

Senator for the State of Florida
United States of America
Office of Mel Martinez

United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Tel.: (202)224-3041

Representative John L. Mica

United States Congressman (FL 7th District)
United States of America

2313 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Tel.: (202)225-4035

R. Michael Manning and Bobbie L. Manning
CoMeD Representatives from the State of New York
1 Kate Land Court

Getzville, NY 14068-1195

Senator Charles “Chuck” Schumer
US Senator for the State of New York
United States of America

313 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

Tel.: (202)224-6542

Senator Hillary Rodham Clinton

US Senator for the State of New York
United States of America

476 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

17
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Tel.: (202)224-4451

Representative Thomas M. Reynolds

United States Congressman (NY 26th District)
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